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Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 

1898. 


Population. 

The  population  at  the  last  Census  was  2,108,  estimated  in  the 
middle  of  1898  it  was  3,750. 


Births. 

The  births  registered  in  Leigh  in  1898  were  102;  59  males, 
43  females. 

The  birth-rate,  calculated  from  the  total  number  of  births,  and 
the  above  estimated  population  was  27*2. 
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Deaths. 

During  the  year  56  deaths  were  registered  ;  of  these,  26  were 
males,  30  females. 

The  death-rate  per  1,000  for  the  year  being  14*9,  that  of 
Greater  London  being  18*3. 


1  he  deaths  last  year  were  distributed  according  to  age  as 
follows  : — 


Under  1  year 
From  1  to  5 
„  5  „  20 

„  20  „  40 
„  40  „  60 
„  60  „  80 
,,  80  upwards 


15 

11 

9 

7 

3 

10 

1 

56 


The  death-rate  of  infants  under  1  year  to  1,000  births  was  147. 
While  that  in  London  was  166. 


These  deaths  amounted  to  15  and  in  ten  of  these,  the  duration 
of  life  was  less  than  17  days,  several  being  only  a  few  hours  and  one 
a  few  minutes.  They  are,  therefore,  very  little  removed  from  still¬ 
born  infants,  which  are  not  included  in  the  death  register,  and  it  is 
said  that  formerly  some  at  least  of  such  deaths  would  have  been 
classed  as  still-born.  I  point  this  out  because,  in  the  first  place,  the 
infant  mortality  appears  to  be  high,  and  in  the  second  place  these 
cases  should  be  taken  into  account  in  considering  the  general  death- 
rate. 
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Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of 
Children  under  Five  years  of  age. 
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Area  and  Population  of  District. 

Area.  2,882  acres  2  roods  20  poles. 

Population.  (Last  Census)  2,108. 

Estimated  to  Mid.  ’98  8750. 


Death  Rates.  General  14-9  per  1,000  population  estimated 

to  Mid.  ’98. 

Infant  (under  1  year)  147  per  1,000  births 
registered. 


Table  of  POPULATION ,  BIRTHS ,  and  of  new  cases  of 
infectious  sickness ,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  during  the  year  1898,  in  the  Leigh-on-Sea  Urban  District , 
classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities . 
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Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  amounted  to  13,  and 
were  as  follows  : — 

Small  Pox  ... 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Fevers 

Diarrhoea  ... 


Infectious  Cases. 

Sixty-one  cases  were  reported  under  the  Infectious  Diseases ' 
Notification  Act. 

This  gives  a  proportion  of  persons  infected  per  1,000  of 
population  of  16.2. 

The  same  for  London  was  8  8. 

The  death-rate  from  infectious  disease  was  8'7. 

In  London  it  was  2*77. 

Small  Pox. 

There  were  no  cases  in  Leigh  last  year. 

I  should  like  to  point  out  here,  that  the  Conscientious 
Objectors’  Clause  in  the  Vaccination  Act  last  year,  was  not  passed 
because  of  any  doubt  as  to  the  necessity  for  Vaccination,  or  its 
efficiency  as  a  protection  against  Small  Pox.  Its  tendency,  how¬ 
ever,  is  to  increase  the  number  of  unvaccinated  persons  and  thus 
favour  the  spread  of  Small  Pox  in  epidemic  form  should  any  cases 
occur  in  the  district,  as  they  have  occurred  in  this  year  (1899)  in  our 
own  county. 


1 

8 

3  (enteric) 

1 

18 
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Measles. 

One  death  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria. 

This  disease  was  unfortunately  very  prevalent  during  the 
past  year.  35  cases  were  notified  and  8  of  these  were  fatal.  There 
is,  however,  some  satisfaction  in  noting  that  the  rate  of  mortality 
was  less  than  last  year,  the  proportion  being  7  deaths  in  25  cases. 
I  believe  that  it  is  the  practice  in  the  district  to  use  Diphtheria 
Antitoxin  Serum  in  all  cases.  The  disease  was  present  throughout 
the  year,  but  the  largest  number  of  cases  and  deaths  occurred  in 
the  first  quarter  and  these  were  made  the  subject  of  a  special  report 
to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  no  deaths  registered  as  occurring  from  this 
disease. 

Fever. 

21  cases  of  enteric  or  typhoid  fever  were  notified,  with 
3  deaths.  Last  year  there  were  17  cases,  with  4  deaths. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Typhus,  Continued,  Relapsing,  or 
Puerperal  Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

One  death  occurred  from  this  cause. 

Phthisis. 

5  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  disease. 
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Sanitary  Proceedings. 

During  the  year  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  was  carried  out.  A  special  report  thereon  was 
read  before  your  Council  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Government 
Board. 


The  following  are  a  few  figures  from  that  report. 

Number  of  houses  connected  with  sewers  ...  607 
„  „  „  „  cesspools  ...  118 

,,  „  „  „  earth  closets  8 

„  „  „  „  privies  ...  17 

750 

Total  number  of  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  706 

„  ,,  earth  closets  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

In  some  cases  there  is  only  one  w.c.  to  several  houses.  The 
figures  are  79  w.c.’s  to  158  houses.  The  proportion  in  no  case  is 
less  than  1  to  8. 

Proportion  of  Cesspools  to  Houses. 

In  some  cases  the  w.c.’s  of  as  many  as  four  houses  drain  into 
one  cesspool  and  these  give  a  total  of  38  cesspools  to  86  houses. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  great  difficulty  in  arranging 
for  the  removal  of  the  contents  of  the  cesspools,  chiefly  on  the  score 
of  expense.  There  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  question  has  now  been 
satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

General  Sewage  Scheme. 

This  has  engaged  the  serious  attention  of  your  Council 
during  the  past  year  and  has  been  included  with  other  necessary 
improvements  in  a  Parliamentary  Bill, 
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Water. 

An  analysis  of  the  Council’s  water,  made  by  Dr.  Thresh  in 
the  autumn  of  1898,  gave  most  satisfactory  results. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

The  present  arrangements  for  removal  of  infectious  cases  are 
most  unsatisfactory,  as  I  pointed  out  in  my  report  for  last  quarter. 
The  provision  for  the  same  is  one  of  the  most  important  items  in  the 
Parliamentary  Bill. 

Roads. 

The  state  of  the  roads  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  was 
very  bad,  the  quantity  of  mud  and  surface  water  upon  them  being 
undoubtedly  detrimental  to  health.  I  trust  that  in  the  present  year 
this  state  of  things  may  be  remedied  and,  if  necessary,  some  measures 
taken  to  control  the  very  heavy  traffic  upon  them,  which  is  responsible 
to  a  great  extent  for  their  condition. 

The  Cliffs. 

Your  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  acquisition  of  a 
portion  of  the  cliffs,  which  in  the  future  will  be  a  source  of  pleasure 
and  health  to  the  district. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  which  from  a  sanitary  point  of 
view  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  but  on  the  whole  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  preceding  one,  and  by  the  work  done  in  it 
prepares  the  way  for  better  things  in  years  to  come. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  DOUGLAS  WATSON. 


